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permitted. But, when questioned on this point, th Pulluvans absolutely deny it. It is, however, possib] that something of the kind was once the case, for, whe a man belonging to another caste is suspected of inces it is said that he is like the Pulluvans. Should th parents of a married woman have no objection to he being divorced, they give her husband a piece of clot called murikotukkuka. This signifies that the clot which he gave is returned, and divorce is effected.
The Pulluvans follow the makkathayam law < inheritance (from father to son). But they seldom ha\ any property to leave, except their hut and a few earthe pots. They have their caste assemblies (parichas which adjudicate on adultery, theft, and other offences.
They believe firmly in magic and sorcery, and evei kind of sickness is attributed to the influence of son-demon. Abortion, death of a new-born baby, prolongs labour, or the death of the woman, fever, want of mi] in the breasts, and other misfortunes, are attribute to malignant influences. When pregnant women, < even children, walk out alone at midday, they are po sessed by them, and may fall in convulsions. Any sligl dereliction, or indifference with regard to the offerir of sacrifices, is attended by domestic calamities, ar sacrifices of goats and fowls are requisite. More saci fices are promised, if the demons will help them in tl achievement of an object, or in the destruction of z enemy. In some cases the village astrologer is co: suited, and he, by means of his calculations, divines tl cause of an illness, and suggests that a particular disea; or calamity is due to the provocation of the family < other god, to whom sacrifices or offerings have n been made. Under these circumstances, a Velichapa or oracle, is consulted. After bathing, and dressii